
From: Strauss, Linda
To: Keaney, Kevin
Cc: Jordan, William
Subject: FW: Checking In re: EPA Worker Protection Announcement
Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 1:20:27 PM
Attachments: MCN_WPSstatement_Final_2202014.docx

MCN_WPSTalkingPoints2202014.docx

 
 
From: Amy K. Liebman [mailto:aliebman@migrantclinician.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 3:42 PM
To: Belknap, Andra
Cc: Strauss, Linda
Subject: RE: Checking In re: EPA Worker Protection Announcement
 
Hi Andra and Linda – Attached please find MCN’s media release and talking points.  Thank you
 Linda for checking to see if EPA can assist MCN in distributing the media statement or if MCN
could have access to the same list that EPA uses to send out the statement.
 
The talking points are for internal use only. Please do not distribute them.  Let me know if you have
any questions.
 
Thanks, Amy
 
From: Belknap, Andra [mailto:Belknap.Andra@epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2014 1:34 PM
To: Amy K. Liebman
Cc: Strauss, Linda
Subject: RE: Checking In re: EPA Worker Protection Announcement
 
Hey Amy,
 
After some thought, we decided we’d like to hold the press call at 1pm. 11am is a bit early for the
west coast. Does that work for you?
We won’t be able to include a quote from you in the press release, but it would be great if your
organization could plan to issue a supportive statement after our press release goes out at noon on
Thursday.
Can you put together 5 minutes worth of talking points for the call and share with Linda and I?
We’ll share Jim’s talking points shortly. I just want to make sure you two are on message and not
repeating one another!
 
Thanks so much for your help on this.
 
From: Amy K. Liebman [mailto:aliebman@migrantclinician.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2014 12:36 PM
To: Belknap, Andra
Cc: Strauss, Linda
Subject: RE: Checking In re: EPA Worker Protection Announcement
 

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=301660EA0F7845769DB2210317516451-STRAUSS, LINDA
mailto:Keaney.Kevin@epa.gov
mailto:Jordan.William@epa.gov
mailto:Belknap.Andra@epa.gov
mailto:aliebman@migrantclinician.org

[image: BlueWaterGreenEarthLogo]

MIGRANT CLINICIANS NETWORK







Thursday, February 20, 2014	Contact: 	Amy Liebman 410.599.5493

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE			aliebman@migrantclinician.org
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MCN Endorses EPA’s Efforts to Strengthen Farmworker Protections



AUSTIN -  The Migrant Clinicians Network (MCN), representing more than 10,000 health care professionals working to improve the health of migrant and immigrant workers and their families, endorses the proposed changes announced this week by the Environmental Protection Agency to strengthen the Worker Protection Standard. 



"We congratulate this administration for advancing these critically important protections for the nation’s farm workers," said Amy Liebman, Director of Environmental and Occupational Health for MCN. "For far too long, this essential labor force has been treated as second class. We are encouraged that these changes will finally afford farm workers stronger safeguards that will protect their safety and health, ensuring a viable workforce, capable of putting food on our table."  



The Migrant Clinicians Network, formed in 1984, has spent more than a decade advocating for increased protections in the Worker Protection Standard of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act which was passed in 1947. 



MCN stands behind stronger regulations and would like to see a WPS that includes: 

· a more robust and frequent training regimen that ensures that all workers learn what their risks are, and how to limit those risks by properly protecting themselves and their families from exposure; 

· additional protections for workers who apply pesticides, including medical monitoring, effective respiratory protection such as fit testing for respirators, and a minimum age for all handlers; 

· improved worker access to information about what pesticides have been applied in their workplace and related health effects; 

· decontamination supplies for all workers on site and training on how to handle emergencies;

· better notification for workers of when pesticides are being applied and tightening of early entry exceptions;

· better controls for pesticide mixing and loading; 

· better whistle blower protections for workers filing complaints and reporting exposures.

The EPA estimates that there are 10,000 to 20,000 workers every year who suffer from acute pesticide poisoning. And that number is probably low because farm workers don't often report exposures. But for those workers who do see a doctor, information is often the key. 



According to the Centers for Disease Control, short-term effects of pesticide exposures can include stinging eyes, rashes, blisters, nausea, headaches, respiratory problems and even death. Cumulative long-term exposures can increase the risk for farm workers and their children of serious chronic health problems such as cancer, birth defects, neurological impairments and Parkinson's disease.



"Well trained and informed workers will know how to relay important life-saving information to doctors and nurses to help diagnose and treat them. The proposed changes to the Worker Protection Standard are a step in the right direction to keep people who work tirelessly to feed our nation safer on the job," said Dr. Ed Zuroweste, Chief Medical Officer for MCN.



 "As a physician caring for farm workers I am often frustrated by the limits of my ability to treat a worker overexposed to pesticides," Zuroweste said. "But beyond what I experience in the exam room I am most frustrated that what could easily be avoided by prevention is only addressed at the difficult moment of post exposure diagnosis and treatment. It is the responsibility of our protective agencies to safeguard our workers." 



-end-
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MCN endorses the proposed changes to the Worker Protection Standard. 



· Education about how to limit exposure and preventing overexposure is the key to reducing pesticide poisoning;

· A healthy workforce benefits everyone - from the worker, to his/her family, to the farmer, and ultimately our economy. 



· Farm workers are critical to our economy:

· Between 1 and 2.4 million farm workers in the US annually

· In 2012, total cash receipts in agriculture exceeded $390 billion they work to put food on our table 

· Farm workers are the most overexposed population to pesticides: 

· They are not afforded the same protections as other workers

· They are excluded from most OSHA (Occupational and Safety and Health Administration) regulations

· 10,000 to 20,000 workers each year suffer from acute pesticide poisoning, according to the EPA

· Health risks associated with over exposure to pesticides include:

· Short term effects include stinging eyes, rashes, blisters, nausea, vomiting, headaches, respiratory problems and even death. 

· Long term effects include cancer, birth defects, neurological impairments: such as ADHD - attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, autism, lower IQs, and Parkinson's disease.

· Steps to strengthen the Worker Protection Standard should include: 

· a more robust and frequent training regimen that ensures that all workers learn what their risks are, and how to limit those risks by properly protecting themselves and their families from exposure; 

· additional protections for workers who apply pesticides, including medical monitoring, effective respiratory protection such as fit testing for respirators, and a minimum age for all handlers; 

· improved worker access to information about what pesticides have been applied in their workplace and related health effects; 

· decontamination supplies for all workers on site and training on how to handle emergencies;

· better notification for workers of when pesticides are being applied and tightening of early entry exceptions;

· better controls for pesticide mixing and loading; 

· better whistle blower protections for workers filing complaints and reporting exposures.

· For doctors and nurses who care for farm workers, strengthening these regulations is important because: 

· well trained workers will be better  able to help doctors and nurses treat them if they are overexposed;

· Preventing exposures before patients become sick is key.
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Hi Andra. Thanks for letting me know.   I can be available at 11am on Thursday, February 20. 
Thanks for the materials. Are you still looking for a quote from me?
 
Amy K. Liebman, MPA, MA
Director of Environmental and Occupational Health

Migrant Clinicians Network
100 W. Main Street, Suite 206
Salisbury, MD 21801
Phone: (512) 579-4535
E-mail:  aliebman@migrantclinician.org
migrantclinician.org | Donate Now

Facebook  Twitter + Join the MCN mailing list

 
 
From: Belknap, Andra [mailto:Belknap.Andra@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2014 12:31 PM
To: aliebman@migrantclinician.org
Cc: Strauss, Linda
Subject: Checking In re: EPA Worker Protection Announcement
 
Hi Amy –
 
We had to push back our worker protection announcement to next week. We’re now shooting for

Thursday, February 20th.
 
Would you be available for a press call with Jim Jones to announce the proposed revisions at 11am

on Thursday the 20th? I’ve attached our draft communications materials so you can take a look.
 
I’ve also cc’d Jim Jones’ communications director, Linda Strauss. She and I have been working
together closely on this announcement.
 
Andra Belknap
Assistant Press Secretary
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202.564.0369
belknap.andra@epa.gov
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